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Philosophy

Writing enables us to learn deeply, to think clearly, and to raise our voices confidently in the eternal human conversation.  Equipping writers to enter that lifelong discourse, the Writing Center brings writers together with readers to converse about the nature and presentation of ideas.  As part of Western’s academic mission, then, the Writing Center serves as a site of literacy instruction, providing academic support to student writers of all disciplines and abilities.

Mission

The Writing Center extends its services to student writers and to our interns.

To Writers—Because writers’ needs are highly individual, the Writing Center favors one-to-one or small group conferences either in person or online.  Our pedagogy promotes learning and thinking by focusing on issues of meaning and by involving writers in reflection on their own work.  Building collaborative, peer relationships with writers means we don’t provide answers; rather, we equip writers with the confidence and the strategies to engage in the writing process.

To Our Interns—In addition to pursuing the same goals amongst ourselves as we do with all writers, the Center encourages a critical pedagogy by demanding a growing and reflective practice.  To foster such a pedagogy, the Center encourages continuing scholarship, researching pedagogical innovations and exchanging them with the wider writing center community and beyond.

Goals

Offer writing conferences, both face-to-face and online.

Offer writers a pleasing and inviting place to write.

Connect our services with the curriculum through classroom workshops, satellite sites, and classroom-based group conferences.

Connect our services with diverse communities of writers, including underrepresented students and distance learners.

Provide reading and writing resources, including handouts, books, and software.

Provide internships that include ongoing instruction in composition theory and pedagogy.

Recruit an interdisciplinary staff of writing assistants.

Provide opportunities to exchange ideas with other writing centers and other writing instructors.

Engage in ongoing assessment that informs revisions in our pedagogy, our program, and our institution.

