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PNWCA 2008 CONFERENCE PROGRAM

SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2008
8:00-9:00 REGISTRATION, PARKS STUDENT UNION (CORRIDOR)
REFRESHMENTS IN PARKS STUDENT UNION, MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
9:00-10:00 OPENING SESSION, PARKS STUDENT UNION, MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
10:15-11:15 SESSION A, WHITEHORSE HALL
	 A.1 WHT 207
	Tutor Tubbies

	Cerise Robinson, Hajer Al-Faham, 
Sarah Durbin, Chris Garrido-Philp, 
Laurie Duhrkoop, Brian Saucedo
Everett Community College


	
	How can Oscar the Grouch help with sentence structure? Does Sebastian have a song for dangling modifiers? We’ll be looking at clips from popular children’s TV programs and movies such as Sesame Street and The Little Mermaid to examine how they engage learning and what techniques we might apply to our own tutoring strategies.


	A.2 WHT 248
	Stories of Joy in the Writing Center

	Rosemary Adang, Stephanie Gildart, Garnet Wong-Woo, Charles Gunn, 
Jason Flint, Patrick Fuhrman, Kelly Walsh
Highline Community College



	
	Come explore the stories of joy we all experience when we take writers seriously, reaching across culture, discipline, and levels of skill and confidence. Afterwards, join our poster session where we’ll be waiting with our laptops to record your stories of joy to post on the PNWCA website.


	A.3 WHT 261
	Working with Multilingual Students: Reinforcing Information through the Use of Metaphor and Images

	Tish Lopez, Travis Grandy, Jing-Lan Lee, Pamela Saunders, Karan Mahna
University of Washington



	
	ESL students often have difficulty processing oral comments and questions. Consequently, this workshop will explore how tutors can use images and metaphors to help ESL students become more proficient writers and self-editors in a fun, festive, and collaborative manner.


	A.4 WHT 352
	Re-Developmental Writing: Recovering a Lost Art

	Prairie Brown, Sandy Linsin
Central Washington University, Des Moines



	
	Join us for a presentation/workshop about the writing needs of upper division students. We find that very often these writers have forgotten many of the skills they learned in their composition courses. We’ll be talking about our strategies for consulting with post-introductory level writers and for tactfully helping them to rediscover skills they may have used infrequently.


	A.5 WHT 353
	From Frustration to Fun: How Do We Make Sessions with ESL Clients More Enjoyable?

	Catherine Chase, Kelly Stone, 
Matthew Downhour
Seattle University



	
	With an interactive game, participants choose from limited responses to scenarios that arise during sessions with ESL clients. Participants then reassess the scenario on their own unlimited terms. Through personal perspectives, we hope to share insights about different ways consultants eliminate frustration and make sessions with ESL students more enjoyable.


	A.6 WHT 365
	Easing the Transition from High School to College: Teaching Critical Thinking and Voice in Writing Centers
	Mariah Hepworth, Lindsey Egan
Seattle University



	
	As consultants, one of our main challenges is dealing with the differences students face between high school and college pedagogies, which are especially apparent in the teaching of voice and critical thinking. For our session, we will present research on these differences and discuss how consultants can effectively bridge these gaps.



11:15-11:30 MIDMORNING BREAK
REFRESHMENTS IN WHITEHORSE HALL, LOBBY
POSTER SESSION
10:15-12:30; 1:45-4:00 POSTER SESSION
WHITEHORSE HALL, LOBBY
	WHT LOBBY
	University of Alaska Anchorage Writing Center Video
	Erika Veth, Theo Sery, Ryan Schowen,

Fawn Caparas

University of Alaska Anchorage



	
	Five of the University of Alaska Anchorage’s graduate students have created a writing center video in a satirical presentation of writing center pedagogy. The video is created by UAA tutors and student tutees, and has been a collaborative effort of many.



	WHT LOBBY
	Stories of Joy in the Writing Center

(Poster Session begins at 11:30)
	Rosemary Adang, Stephanie Gildart,

Garnet Wong-Woo, Charles Gunn, 

Jason Flint, Patrick Fuhrman, Kelly Walsh

Highline Community College



	
	Come explore the stories of joy we all experience when we take writers seriously, reaching across culture, discipline, and levels of skill and confidence. (See Program, Session A, p. 1.) Afterwards, join us at our poster session where we’ll be waiting with our laptops to record your stories of joy to post on the PNWCA website.




QUESTIONS? ASK A VOLUNTEER!

NEED DIRECTIONS? ASK A VOLUNTEER!

—OR—

SEE THE CAMPUS MAP ON THE BACK OF THE ATTACHED PROGRAM OVERVIEW

11:30-12:30 SESSION B, WHITEHORSE HALL 
	 B.1 WHT 207 
	Cultivating Sustainable Enjoyment for Life

	Roberta Kjesrud, Dave Wheeler
Western Washington University



	
	“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” Note this proverb assumes work and play are mutually exclusive. In our stress-filled lives, fun can be hard to sustain. In this session, participants will use environmental concepts of sustainability to identify strategies for creating renewable enjoyment in school, in work, in life.


	B.2 WHT 248
	Identifying Our Values through the Process of Writing and Tutoring

	Christine Perry, Jhaleh Akhavan
The Evergreen State College

	
	Are you living your values daily? This workshop guides writers in the process of creating an ethical will, bringing their goals, hopes, and values into focus. By clarifying our values we free ourselves to be fully present in the moment of tutoring and more open to learning from each session.


	B.3 WHT 261
	Potential Positives and Pitfalls of Making Writing Center Work More Fun on Six Levels: Tutoring, Outreach, Administration, Space, Training, and Research (a.k.a. “the TOAST’R”)

	Kevin Dvorak, Ph.D.
St. Thomas University



	
	This sixty-minute workshop will engage participants in discussions about ways to have fun with six levels of writing center work: Tutoring, Outreach, Administration, Space, Training, and Research (a.k.a. “the TOAST’R”). The goal is to develop an understanding of the activities we engage in and the effects they have on our work.


	B.4 WHT 352 
	Walking the Talk: How Non-Verbal Communication Can Help Steer a Writing Session

	Katherine Parker, Tawnya Redding
Oregon State University

	
	Non-verbal communication can greatly affect the outcome of a writing session. Being aware of current trends in psychological communication research and learning ways to be conscious of our movements can help us to guide a session in a more positive way.


	B.5 WHT 353
	“But They’re All Just English Dorks!” Exploring Student and Faculty Resistance to Using the Writing Center

	Jonathan N. Perkins, JanE Hanson
Western Washington University

	
	Why do so few writers from certain disciplines come into writing centers? Why is there a need for communication with faculty? This session will include results of recent research at Western Washington University. Participants will be led to explore these issues in their own centers through small group discussions and interactive activities. They will leave with ideas of how to increase publicity, as well as staff knowledge of unfamiliar writing styles. 


	B.6 WHT 365
	Creative Responses to Response
	Robert L. Neubauer, Ph.D., Ray Melvin

Eastern Washington University



	
	Writing center responders will read and discuss poems written after sessions, an idea stimulated by Michael Mattison in “The Writing Lab Newsletter.” These poems seek to illuminate staff perceptions and feelings in sessions. Participants then will be invited to recall a session, draft a poem, read the poem, and engage in reflective discussion about this writing exploration.



12:30-1:45 LUNCH & BOARD MEETING

PARKS STUDENT UNION, MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
(Board Meeting will be in the Writing Center, Rainier Hall, Room 112)
1:45-2:45 SESSION C, WHITEHORSE HALL & SHUKSAN HALL
	C.1 WHT 207 
	Pedagogy, Politics and Personal Crises: An Exploration of What Writing Assistants Bring to the Conference Table

	Zachary Beare, Jacob Herman,
Katie Rowlett

Western Washington University



	
	What do writing assistants bring with them to the conference table? How do personal crises, political stances, and disciplinary expertise affect the conference? In this facilitated discussion, we will examine the advantages, disadvantages, and ethical implications associated with acknowledging one’s situatedness at the conference table.


	C.2 WHT 248
	Writing Beyond the Curriculum

	Dani Ringwald, Gail Forsgreen
Eastern Washington University

Seanse Ducken, Teresa Joy Kramer

Central Washington University



	
	We will talk about the benefits and practicalities of sponsoring essay and poetry contests, creating anthologies, and other creative projects through writing centers. We will use our experiments—including challenges and surprises—and help participants brainstorm ways their centers can use creative writing to get students even more motivated about writing. 


	C.3 WHT 261
	Boredom and the Dream Bird: Awesomification

	Matthew “Hattie” Hein, Dan DeWeese
Portland State University



	
	Walter Benjamin noted that “Boredom is the dream bird that hatches the egg of experience.” At PSU’s Writing Center we became (self-) satisfied that our tutor/consultants were competent at one-to-one tutoring. To shake them—and ourselves—up, we started blogs, published books, and installed a record player, instigating “Awesomification.”


	C.4 WHT 352
	Trading Spaces: Designing Your Dream Center

	Krista Hill, Jonathan McConnell
Western Washington University



	
	Participants will explore how space and atmosphere in writing centers facilitate the creative/learning process. They will compare different centers’ use of space and brainstorm how to better accommodate their centers’ needs. The object of this session is to discuss ideas on how to cater to a wide variety of learning styles.


	C.5 WHT 353
	Attributes of Joy: Cultivating Fun in the Face of Adversity

	Elenore Long, Ph.D., Neal Hallgarth,
David Lange, Joanna Semler, Jill Wagner

Eastern Washington University



	
	Awareness of the competing agendas that threaten writing centers doesn’t alleviate stress but rather makes us all the more responsible for cultivating strategies of resilience and strength. This interactive discussion will draw upon the stories that characterize participants’ writing center experiences to name and refine creative attributes for cultivating joy.


	C.6 WHT 365
	Pulling Teeth: Getting Strong Personal Claims from Writers
	Jaima Lindell, Tally Callahan-Kanik
Western Washington University



	
	Ever felt like getting writers to make strong personal claims was more like pulling teeth? We will explore why students resist writing powerful resumes, application letters and personal statements. Workshop participants will receive an outline for giving lessons on this topic. Participants will also break into small groups to analyze sample texts and strategize ways to help writers capitalize on their strengths.



NOTE: THE FOLLOWING SESSION WILL BE HELD IN SHUKSAN HALL, ROOM 226
	C.7 SHK 226
	From Necessity to Community: Inventing the Oregon State University Writing Center Online Portal
	Dennis Bennett, Lisa Ede, Robin Pappas,

Laura May, Marjorie Coffey

Oregon State University



	
	The OSU Writing Center Portal was created to address some very pragmatic training needs but has become an enormous tool for building community. Join us at this interactive, hands-on session where participants will explore the Portal and discuss the contexts that led to its creation and success. 




2:45-3:00 AFTERNOON BREAK, REFRESHMENTS IN WHITEHORSE HALL, LOBBY
3:00-4:00 SESSION D, WHITEHORSE HALL 
	 D.1 WHT 207 
	A Trickster State of Mind

	Sherri Winans, Katie Chugg, 
Grace Jackson

Whatcom Community College



	
	How do we stay open to the surprises, the potential, in our sessions with writers? In our center, we use improvisational theory and games to cultivate what Geller et. al. call “a trickster state of mind.” In this workshop, we will lead participants in some games we’ve played recently; as a group, we’ll discuss what we learn from playing and take a look about how improv and a trickster mindset can inform our work.


	D.2 WHT 248
	The Pajama Game: Tutoring Writing by Instant Messaging

	Alison Woods, Veronica Jorna, 
Tara Balcombe, Darren Rigby,

Kari Karlsbjerg, Amanda Richer

Vancouver Community College


	
	What happens when you try the unthinkable and tutor by instant message? Trying it allowed expanded hours, serving the shy, avoiding over-helping and (hopefully, eventually) working from home in our pajamas. In our multi-tutor presentation you’ll get a chance to take on some of our most challenging questions and brainstorm responses. We’ll also share student feedback, marketing, and how we make the case to administration. Learn from our mistakes and each other.


	D.3 WHT 261
	The Language Revolution Presents: Punk-tuation

	Victoria Larkin
The Evergreen State College



	
	How can we make Grammar Fun for Everybody? Teach the properties of it so students can utilize it more creatively to enhance individual style. We will explore teaching Punctuation as Style as opposed to Rule, and do some fun exercises to emphasize the effects of punctuation on meaning and voice.


	D.4 WHT 352
	What Writing Tutors Write

	Patrick Johnson, Scott McMurtrey,
Anne Ritter, Brion White, Gage Lawhon

Washington State University



	
	Our Writing Center likes to write. Talking about writing is our job, but writing is a formative, fun, and engaging part of our roles as tutors and administrators. We will share examples of our shared writings and discuss the community growth spawned from these experiments (newsletters, essay contests, and letters). 


	D.5 WHT 353
	You’re the Boss: Consultants Collaborating to Operate the Writing Center

	Kenna Kettrick, Julie Oxenhandler,
Ray Wyse

Seattle University


	
	Ever wonder how Writing Center management reflects on our collaborative pedagogy? Listen to one center’s attempt to decentralize their leadership through creating a collaborative committee management model. Through guided questions and group discussion, our session will engage participants in conversation about diverse experiences negotiating hierarchy and collaboration in Writing Center management. 


	D.6 WHT 365
	Making Something Together: The Pleasure of Collaboration
	Shawnell Johnson, Shaun Johnson,
Sandra Yannone

The Evergreen State College



	
	This workshop will focus on the particularities of other institutions’ Writing Centers and provide a platform for workshop participants to discover new ways to actively engage in their own communities. Let’s explore and discuss the possibilities of collaboration!



4:00-4:15 BREAK
4:15-4:45 CLOSING SESSION & RAFFLE DRAWING

PARKS STUDENT UNION, MULTIPURPOSE ROOM
Thank you for attending the 2008 PNWCA at Everett Community College.
See you again next year at Central Washington University!
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