Call for Proposals

Pacific Northwest Writing Centers Association 

Sixth Annual Conference   
Central Washington University, Ellensburg, Washington

April 17 and 18, 2009
What’s Central? Moving Toward the Bull’s-Eye in our Writing Centers
We will gather centrifugally and centripetally—from the center out and the outside in—between mountains and dry plains, dams and wind farms, pine trees and fruit orchards, to examine the collaborative forces that push and pull us. 
Bull’s-eye [bŏŏlz'ī'] – noun : 1. The circular spot at the center of a target marked with concentric circles. 2. The precise accomplishment of a goal. 3. Something that achieves exactly the intended effect. 4. A lantern or lamp having such a lens that concentrates light.  

1. The circular spot at the center—the focal point of concentric circles.  

What is at the center?  What lies along the margins?  How do we collaborate across boundaries?  How might collaboration marginalize the voices we are trying to strengthen? What is central to how we help others and ourselves?  How can we blend disciplines? Cultures? Techniques? How can we find concentric ways to approach both academic and creative writing? How much of our writing process comes from the world around us?  How does writing work on us centrifugally and centripetally?  Are we moving forward while being pulled into writing?  

2. The precise accomplishment of a goal. Are we goal-driven?  Should we be?  
How do we reach the “Ah ha!” moment in writing, and in consulting?  How do we help ourselves and others create goals, and later assess the accomplishment? How do drafts of our writing help us reach a desired end?  How precise should we be? What are our goals with regard to developing our programs?  What happens when a consultant’s goals differ from a student’s, or an administrator’s?  How can we support each other through professional development – as directors, professional consultants, peer tutors, mentors, etc.?
3. Achieving exactly the intended effect. Whose intentions do we serve?  


When are we creating a healthy balance versus compromising our missions? Is the writing process ever finished?  Do we intend to reach an end or to be constant learners?  How does “author’s intent” enter into our discussions?  Can the intent to achieve be disguised as formulaic thinking?  Do we help students toward a better understanding or provide them with a finalized product? When does motivation limit discovery?  What is the student’s intention?  What is our intention, for ourselves and others?
4. A lantern or lamp having such a lens that concentrates light. Are we carrying a lamp in the darkness?  
Do students see us as a beacon of hope?  Are there other lamp-carriers out there we can join up with? How do we work as lamps illuminating the writing process? The reading process? Researching? How does our own lantern help us, as consultants, with our writing?  What is the best lens for the student?  Are writing consultants agents of information?  What resources and technologies do we use to help us concentrate light?
Session Proposal Form for PNWCA 2009 Conference: What’s Central?

Please submit this Form and a One-page Abstract by February 17, 2009.  

Session Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Session length:  ___  25 minutes.      ___  50 minutes.

Session type:

___  Knowledge Café: Research, program, and information-swapping, via interactive poster/table presentations. There will be no other sessions scheduled during this time. Participants will view the posters and other information at each table, and presenters will deliver brief prepared remarks, followed by discussion with small groups of participants.

___  Workshop: Activities based upon the core inquiry questions of our conference theme.  
___  Lightning Talk: A panel. Each member presents for 5 minutes, then helps lead a break-out session.  
___  Problem Posing: Interactive presentation and discussion, with significant audience involvement in posing and addressing problems. 
___  Fishbowl: Discussion begun by session leaders, who rotate off  the panel, replaced by audience participants.  

Brief Summary — to be used in the conference program — 50 word limit:

Specify any particular equipment and/or room configuration needs:

Primary Contact  _______________________________________________

Job Title  _____________________________________________________

College or school  _________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​
Address _________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​
Email __________________________________________  Phone __________________________________
Other presenters:

Name ____________________________________  Email _____________________________________
Name ____________________________________  Email _____________________________________
Name ____________________________________  Email _____________________________________
Name ____________________________________  Email _____________________________________
Criteria: Strong proposals will provide

· A particular question, issue, or problem

· A theoretical or practical context

· Your contribution or potential solution

· A plan for how you will engage participants

· A clear statement of what participants will learn and be able to contribute

· Acknowledgment of peer tutors as audience.

First annual PNWCA Best Proposal Awards

The five best proposals that include student presenters -- undergraduate or graduate -- will be honored with Best Proposal Awards and $500 to be used for student travel and conference fees. If conference funds are not needed, then the panelists are still given the honor but not the money.   
To submit proposals, send this Form and a One-page Abstract to Prairie Brown via e-mail: brownp@cwu.edu.

For more information: http://www.pnwca.org/ and http://www.cwu.edu/~writingcenter/
