Call for Proposals

Pacific Northwest Writing Centers Association 
Fifth Annual Conference   
Everett Community College, Washington
April 25 and 26, 2008
Are We Having Fun Yet? Cultivating Daily Joy in our Writing Centers 
Keynote Speaker: Shanti Bruce
Let’s gather in Everett to explore ways to make or keep our work fun, for ourselves and the student writers we work with daily. The conference’s simple title masks many contradictions and complexities:

“Are” – This verb’s sole function here is to help another. Whom are we helping? 
Are we learning as we are serving? 
What everyday choices are we making? 

How are we balancing service and support for others with service and support for ourselves – as peer students trying to get our own work done, as administrators and faculty with competing responsibilities, as writers outside of work also, and as individuals with full personal lives that may or may not intersect with what we are doing in the writing center every day.

“We” – Who are we?

What brings us to the center? What brings students here? 
Who are we in terms of ethnicity, age, gender, experience, etc.? 

How many diverse voices are truly heard? How do we reach every writer? 
Where are we located – in our departments, on our campuses, and in our communities? 
What messages do we convey through the names we use for ourselves: tutors/consultants/assistants … administrators/directors/coordinators … students/clients/customers/writers … center/lab/resource/office? 

“Having” – This present participle reflects a moment-by-moment reality. How do we support each other? 

What do we gain from our daily experiences? What do student writers gain? 
How are we empowering ourselves and all student writers to be heroic: to take risks and experience joy? 

In what ways are we meeting our own expectations? What resources do we have to accomplish these: time, money, staff, training, professional development, our own wisdom, etc.? 
How do we use our resources? 
How do online and other technologies truly bring us closer together? 

What is our institutional footprint? Which side are we on? Do we have or have not?

“Fun” – This is the bottom line. How do we stay alive? 

What is fun about writing? About writing consulting? How do we fall in love, or back in love? 
How do we balance fun with expectation, learning to be productive in less enjoyable contexts? 
How are we bound or supported by the rules and conventions of our discipline, or our institution?

In what ways do we reject the notion of play? 
How do we make conscious choices to enjoy the ride?

“Yet” – Time spans past, present, and future. What got us into this? Why we are still here? 
How do we encourage scholarship, as individuals, as a region, and as a discipline? 
What will our careers look like one, five, ten years from now? 
How are we inspiring both ourselves and the students we tutor to expand the scholarly conversation?  
We need to reflect honestly, with perspectives both short and long. How are we negotiating the 
present? How will we continue to experience the joy of writing center work?

Session Proposal for PNWCA 2008 Conference: “Are We Having Fun Yet?”

We are particularly interested in proposals for sessions that promise to be interactive.
Please submit this form and a one-page abstract by February 29, 2008.

Session Title _______________________________________________________

Session Type (Each session will be one hour long.)
___  Facilitated Discussion

___  Workshop

___  Panel Presentation

___  Other
Brief Summary (to be used in the conference program—50 word limit)

Primary Contact  _______________________________________________

Job Title  _____________________________________________________

College or school  ______________________________________________

Address (indicate whether home or school) _____________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________ Phone _________________

Other presenters
Name ____________________________________ Email ____________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ____________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ____________________

Name ____________________________________ Email ____________________

Specify any particular equipment and/or room configuration needs:
Please submit this form and your abstract as e-mail attachments to Program Chair Teresa Joy Kramer and Faith Blanchard at Central Washington University. You also may send a backup copy by mail or fax. Please feel free to call or e-mail with any questions.

Mail: Teresa Joy Kramer, Faith Blanchard
          University Writing Center, Hertz 101

          Central Washington University

          400 E. University Way

          Ellensburg, WA  98926-7554
Email:  kramert@cwu.edu
Phone: 509.963.1299 (Teresa)

         or 509.963.1270 (Teresa or Faith)
Fax: 509.963.3060

For more information, you also could refer to the association website at http://www.pnwca.org/ or contact
Site Chair Ann Harrington, Everett Community College, (425) 388-9309, aharrington@everettcc.edu 
